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Need a Granny Flat?

CALL 9302 2274 / WWW.CABINSWA.COM
DISPLAY - 2 ETERNITY ST, WANGARA

OUR PRICES INCLUDE:
• DOUBLE GLAZED WINDOWS & DOORS
• 1.5M TREATED TIMBER DECK
• NON-TOXIC TERMITE TREATMENT
• COUNCIL APPROVALS

The Maya 5x5 - $19,232 Supplied + Installed

www.extra l iv ingwa.com.au

Completely Finished Granny Flats
From $99,000 Built ON SITE!

*NO HIDDEN COSTS*

GRANNY FLAT DISPLAY *OPEN EVERYDAY*

CABIN DISPLAY 

OPEN EVERYDAY!

36 ABERNETHY ROAD BELMONT WA 6104 
T: 08 9478 7000 | F: 08 9478 6667 | www.tquip.com.au

First class equipment,First class equipment,
fi rst class servicefi rst class service

Timecutter Series SS4200
• 106.7cm/42 Stamped

steel deck
• 452cc Toro OHV single cylinder 
• Dual Hydrostatic drive system 

Hydro-Gear ZT 2100
• 3 YEAR warranty
• Suitable for up to 3 Acres 

T-Quip:
■ Supplies equipment to the state & many local government authorities and is used at key sports grounds around WA
■ Is the largest Toro spare parts dealer in Australia   ■ Three mobile service vehicles providing on site servicing

$5,295 inc gst
CALL US TODAY AND

SAVE $800
ON A NEW TORO

TIMECUTTER® SS4200*

Now $4,495
CUT YOUR MOWING TIME IN 

HALF AND RECEIVE YOUR
FIRST SERVICE FREE! 

For limited time only*
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22 Friday, April 28, 2017NEWS 

When Donna Lee Powell’s fit and
healthy 39-year-old husband
Brett died while swimming in
the Busselton Ironman two
years ago, her life fell apart.

“I became a widow and single
mother in an instant,” the moth-
er of  two said. 

“I felt abandoned, terrified
and was completely broken.

“I had gathered photos for
Brett’s 40th birthday the follow-
ing month and instead they were
used for his funeral. It was
heart-breaking.”

Her grief  at the loss of  her
childhood sweetheart and part-
ner of  22 years in May 2015 was
compounded by not knowing
why he died. 

Mr Powell, a paramedic, regu-
larly swam and ran and had
expected the 1.9km swim in the
event he was doing with two
mates to be easy.

But as his wife, children and
friends watched, he veered off-
course and sank. He was quickly
brought to shore but could not be
revived. Medical tests could not
explain why he collapsed and his
cause of  death was officially
declared “undetermined”.

“That’s really difficult, espe-
cially for the kids,” Ms Powell
said. As she and relatives pre-
pare to mark two years without
the happy-go-lucky man, Ms
Powell wants to use her experi-
ences to help other women going
through similar tragedies.

She had been prepared for the
emotional trauma of  losing her
husband and of  supporting their
children, then aged 12 and 10.

“But what knocked me, which
I hadn’t planned for and hadn’t
expected, was the administra-
tive burden when someone
dies,” she said.

“While there are compassion-
ate people, there are others who
aren’t — we got a letter on
Christmas Eve from an insur-
ance company saying they were
refusing to pay out an accidental
death policy.

“I remember sitting on the
phone crying when I was trying
to get Brett’s life insurance paid
out and they were telling me
they couldn’t pay it until they
were satisfied I wasn’t involved
in his death, even though they
knew he’d died in public, swim-

ming a race.” Ms Powell had
been involved in the finance
industry for more than 20 years
so she was aware of  procedure.

But she thought about how
traumatic it would be for griev-
ing people who had no under-
standing of  the industry and her
experiences have reignited her
passion for financial planning.

“No one wants to talk about
wills and estate planning but
having a will in place, having
some life insurance ... it’s so
important,” she said.

“His pay just stopped and I was
self-employed and couldn’t
work, so we had no income. We
were fortunate we had savings.”

She is building a financial
advocacy and coaching business
to help grieving people handle
administrative tasks after a
death or divorce.

Ms Powell is also planning to
write a book that she hopes will
inspire others going through
similar tragedies and provide
advice for how to support rel-
atives or friends through grief.

Loss drives aid for bereaved 

Donna Lee Powell, whose husband Brett died in the Busselton Ironman, hopes to use her experiences to help others. Picture: Daniel Wilkins

Brett Powell 

t Gabrielle Knowles
Chief Crime Reporter Photo available at

westpix.com.au

Australian Border Force off-
icers are hunting a man who
escaped from immigration
detention while at a medical
appointment in Mt Lawley.

Khaled El Ali, aged in his
mid-20s, fled from guards
while he was at a psycholo-
gist’s appointment on Beau-

fort Street about 11am on
Wednesday. He fled out the
back of  the building to a lane
then raced around the front to
a waiting vehicle.

A Department of  Immigra-
tion and Border Protection
spokesman said a male detai-
nee escaped while on 

an escorted medical trip 
but refused to confirm his
identity.

“The Department is work-
ing with WA Police to locate
the man and has asked for a
full report from its detention
services provider,” he said.
Rourke Walsh and Chris Meldrum

Hunt for detention centre escapee


